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grand finale
FOR PEAK DESIGN PERFORMANCE IN YOUR KITCHEN AND BATHS, FOLLOW THESE TIPS FOR ADDING THOSE FINAL FINISHING TOUCHES.

BY DAVID BROMSTAD

The cabinets are in place. The floors are 
gleaming. And the appliances sparkle. Yes, you are 
finally at home in your new kitchen. But wait, you’re 
not done yet. This point in any kitchen or bath 
renovation—when you are finally seeing the major 
pieces come together in person—is exhilarating. 
However, the design process is not quite complete. 

Sure, you’ve invested the vast majority (if not 
more!) of your budget, but you still need to give 
the room some life and personality. This is where 
art and accessories come into play. They not only 
put your personal stamp on the space, but they 
also help tie everything together and make your 
project feel truly finished. 

Here are some of my tips for adding personal 
touches to your bathrooms and kitchen with art 

TIPS FROM THE PROS
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and accessories. Hopefully this is one 
of the most fun parts of the renovation 
project! Some of these tips apply to both 
rooms, but I will also give you a few tips 
specific to your spa spaces. 

ADD ARTFUL ACCESSORIES The 
very first step—and maybe I consider 
this to be important because I am first 
and foremost an artist—is to choose 
art. Consider your wall space and ask 
yourself if you need to use that wall 
space for a specific function such as an 
extra mirror or cabinet in the bathroom 
or maybe a magnetic chalkboard 
for organizing busy schedules in the 
kitchen. If not, it’s likely an ideal place 
to display a painting or picture.

If you have a large blank wall area, 
I would consider a large statement 
piece of art. The colors should work 
with the cabinets, tile, flooring, and 
paint choices that you have already 
made, but by no means does that mean 
your art needs to “match.” The art 
should make the room feel alive, and 
since choosing art is truly a personal 
experience, I can’t tell you what will 
work in your room. But I hope you will 
know it when you see it! 

LET THERE BE LIGHT Lighting in 
your kitchen and bath, like any room, is 
extremely important. To me, lighting is 
an indispensable accessory that can make 
your space sparkle, literally. Lighting can set 
the mood and elevate your spaces to a new 
level. You will need to plan for functional 
lighting, such as recessed and under-cabinet 
options. Like a properly lit mirror in the 
bathroom, functional lighting in the 
kitchen is crucial to its function. You don’t 
want to chop vegetables in the dark! 

Beyond that, you can use accent 
lighting to create different moods in your 
kitchen for an intimate dinner or a party. 

For example, a crystal chandelier is a 
timeless accessory that transcends design 
styles. From modern, contemporary, 
traditional, and rustic to eclectic designs, a 
little bling can do wonders for your kitchen 
and/or bathroom.   If that sounds too 
traditional or flashy for your taste, you could 
also consider a group of pendant lights that 
hang above a sink, island, or dining area 
in your kitchen. Then you can turn off 
the recessed lighting and enjoy a meal 
with lighting better suited to an intimate 
dinner with your significant other. In 
the bathroom, a decorative sconce adds 
glamour and elegance. Think about how 
great that will look when you are ready 
for a relaxing bubble bath after a hectic 
week. That is why you created your 
dream bathroom in the first place, isn’t it?

COMBINE FORM AND FUNCTION 
Practically speaking, there are other 
accessory elements to keep in mind. 
Kitchens and baths are practical rooms 
that serve unique functions; therefore, 
you have to incorporate certain items 
into your design scheme to achieve a 
polished look. For example, rugs and 
towels are important in both rooms. 
I don’t think I would ever advocate 
using carpet in a wet room, but area 
rugs are essentials. They help keep the 
rooms clean and safe. Your floors are 
an important investment. Plan to buy 
functional decorative mats that will 
protect them properly and add style. 

The next trick to accessorizing 
a kitchen or bath is to constantly 
consider items that can pull double 
duty, meaning they look beautiful 
but also serve specific functions 
or purposes. There is no point in 
cluttering your countertops with 
decorative items that you will never 
use and then jamming all your 
dishes, utensils, and commonly 

used ingredients or toiletries deep 
into your new cabinets. 

For example, in a modern 
kitchen, you could fill a set of clear 
glass airtight containers with pantry 
staples. Personally, I like to infuse a 
bit more color, and candy really does 
the trick here. Just ensure you don’t 
end up with you’re your hand in the 
candy jar every few minutes—you 
will spoil your appetite! Another 
great choice: display bowls that are 
large and used often. Consider it a 
small investment to find ones you 
really love. And that goes across the 
board in the kitchen. Invest in pieces 
you will be proud to display, and save 
the space in your cabinets for all the 
stuff that is a little less beautiful! 

FINISH WITH SOMETHING FRESH 
For me, the final touch in any kitchen 
is to set out bowls of fresh fruit—
apples, bananas, or the citrus variety—
or of course vases of fresh seasonal 
flowers. I love a simple bud vase with 
a single bloom in the bathroom for a 
touch of life and color. «

I hope you enjoyed these tips and tricks for bringing 
your kitchen and baths to life from the world of David 
Bromstad! It has been fun having you here! Watch 
David on HGTV’s Color Splash, and visit him online 
at www.bromstad.com. 


